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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Uncertain outlook for upcoming main de primera season 
due to dry conditions 

 Cereal imports expected to increase in 2015/16 marketing 
year 

 Prices of white maize and beans increased sharply in 
March 

Uncertain outlook for upcoming main de primera 
season due to dry conditions 
Planting of the 2016 main de primera cereal season normally begins in 
May and concludes in mid-June. Prospects for the coming season are 
highly uncertain because of persisting dryness as a result of the 
ongoing El Niño phenomenon and a strong likelihood that soil moisture 
deficits will not be restored in time for planting, which would impact 
negatively on seed germination and crop emergence. Latest remote 
sensing data, in particular the Vegetation Health Index, which can be 
used as an indirect indicator of soil moisture reserves even in fallow 
periods between crops, points to significant areas of the country being 
affected by drought conditions as of early April, particularly in 
main-producing areas in the North of the country. Moreover, even if the 
latest consensus forecast of the International Research Institute for 
Climate and Society of Columbia University (IRI), which gives a 
65 percent probability that the El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) will 
reach neutral conditions during the May-July period should materialize, 
it is likely that precipitation during the coming few weeks may arrive late 
and below average. 

Cereal imports expected to increase in marketing 
year 2015/16 

Cereal imports are expected to increase for the 2015/16 marketing year 
(September/August) reflecting two consecutive years of reduced cereal 
production. Cereal imports are forecast to increase by 22 percent from 
the previous year, to well above the five-year average. Rice and maize 
account for the bulk of the increase. 

Prices of white maize and beans increased sharply 
in March 

White maize prices rose by 8 percent in March and were 37 percent 
higher than a year earlier, underpinned by low market supplies 
following the stagnant production in 2015. 
 
Red bean prices increased sharply in March but were significantly 
below their levels a year earlier, mainly reflecting adequate levels of 
supplies after the recent harvests in early March. 
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